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From the Editor’s Desk.
By Marc de Angedlis

A Field Named Bob and Other
Ramblings.

...we could even go asfar as
separating the kits fromthe

“ scratch built” modelsjust to
reward those who went that long
extra mile... but maybe I’m being
too radical...

Thelast time | wrote the newsl etter
editorial it wasin the winter and NVRC
was still officially field-less, though a
series of well directed initiatives were
being implement to rectify that situation.
Asyou probably already know, one of
those initiatives has paid off and we not
only have aflying site, but aflying site
with aname. Burnett Field honors one
of the mgjor contributorsto NVRC's
latest acquisition (thanks, Bob!) not to
mention his efforts spanning the entire
history of the Club. At the time of this
writing, the new field is still “work in
progress’, and the work part continues to
be ateam effort, just like obtaining it
was ateam effort in the first place. A

heartfelt thanks to all those who had a
part in this most appreciated
devel opment!

Jumping off to atotally different topic,
one of thethreads | started in the
previous issue is the concept that the
newsletter should be something “for the
members and by the members’, meaning
that it shouldn’t be the editor’ s one man
show, with the occasional support of
other board members. Unfortunately,
but not quite unexpectedly, the message
hasn't resonated at all. The situation
brings to mind aretirement ceremony |
attended some time ago for a co-worker
called Greg. The person chosen as guest
speaker, agood friend of theretiree’s,
jokingly stated that Greg was the kind of
guy who had an opinion on everything
and could speak on any topic under the
sun. If he knew something about the
topic, the speaker added, Greg could go
on for hours; if he knew nothing at all
about it, he could still speak for forty-
five minutes. The statement was close
enough to the truth that the audience was
quite amused, so one of them asked:
“Gee, have you found a good way to get
him to shut up?’ To which the speaker
answered: “Sure, just tell him you'll
consider hisinput if he putsit in writing.



Y ou won't hear a peep from him for the
next two weeks!” Think about it.
Aren't we all abit like Greg? Weall
have opinions, stories and memories
gaore, but sharing them through the
written word seems to be outside of our
areaof expertise. (And if someone
found it within himself to prove me
wrong on thisone, I’d be thefirst to
recognize such valiant effort.)

Moving on to other things, | was pleased
to see that “kits and scratch built”
accounted for the most numerous
category present at the static display
contest (see pictures and official results
on the web site). Which makes me think
that perhaps we should go back to
calling it what it was originally intended
to be, i.e. aBuilding Contest, where “kit
or scratch built” is arequirement to
enter vice asub-category. (Incaseit’s
not clear enough that would disqualify
any ARF.) And we could even go asfar
as separating the kits from the “ scratch
built” models just to reward those who
went that long extramile... but maybe
I’m being too radical. On the other hand,
that’ s one of the few advantages of being
the editor, | can beradical and get away
withit! Perhapsthe CD will read this
and consider some changes for next
year’s edition of the contest. 1’d even
volunteer to sit down with him and assist
in modifying the rules. Asfar asthe
results, | was especially pleased to see
that the “Clam” got recognized in spite
of it not being the biggest, flashiest or
“coolest” plane on display. Its
construction was clearly labor intensive
and the techniques required were far
beyond those within the capabilities of
even an above-average builder. The
Ryan STA, as apark flyer originally
meant as a“stick and tissue” rubber
powered model also deservesto be

mentioned simply because of the
engineering work that went into the
conversion. Initscategory it had no real
contenders, but | would have voted for it
over any ARF, no matter how flashy or
cool. (Did | already mention that | think
ARFs shouldn’'t even be allowed?) Asa
big proponent of Vintage models, |
would also vie for the reinstatement of
the vintage category. Yes, the fact that
my entry would have won that category
unopposed has something to do with it,
but | would say this anyway as a matter
of principle.

Happy Landings!
MdA
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Quasi useful information 1

By Ken Bassett
Asof theend of mMAY, NVRC hasthe

following membership:
Total Membership: 139 Members

Open Members: 101
Senior Members: 25
Junior Members: 6
Life Members: 7



President’s Pitch
by Don Manson

| said we'd find a flying site, didn’t 12

... Needlessto say, we really want
to keep thisfield, and to do so will
require strict attention to some
new rules, as well asto the general
rules that were in place at Arcola
and Sudley.

Most of you have already found out
from my previous e-mail and/or Club
meetings, but let me say it again, more
formally: I am extremely pleased to
announce that we have signed the lease
for flying site in the same generd
location as the Arcola and Sudley fields.
Those who made a contribution to this
achievement received recognition at the
April membership meeting. However,
let me recognize once again, for the
record, Bob Burnett, Mark Franke,
Wayne Hill and Per Hammarin, who
collectively provided the motiveforce
behind this successful effort.

This piece of good news, plusits
implications, would be enough to take
up this entire column, but let me take a
short detour to discuss another item and

prevent it from being neglected or
forgotten. Assome of you will recall,
the highlight of our March meeting was
Kirk Holley’ s presentation on the status
of afield on the Horne Property. The
outlook for this siteis still for limited
use, probably starting sometime in the
early summer. If this extended
demonstration is successful, it will be
followed by access improvements and
possibly a minor-relocation within the
same general area. Thelong term godl,
however, is the development of a county
field at the Lorton landfill site. To do
this, we must successfully demonstrate
our commitment and ability to
responsibly use and manage thefield at
Sully Woodlands (Horne Property). In
the excitement of the moment we
shouldn’t lose track of this ongoing and
important effort.

Back to the task at hand. One of our
first fidd related initiatives, which the
membership approved without dissent,
was to extend to PWCRCEF an invitation
to fly at our new field to recognize the
support, cooperation, and generosity
they showed in sharing the Sudley field
with usin our moment of crigs. | have
spoken with Fred Gay, president of
PWCRCEF, and he will take this up with
his board at their next meeting.

Now we need to make the Burnett field
flyable, and this will take some work.
As discussed at the April membership
meeting, the Board proposed, and the
Membership has approved, that we
contract for the work that requires heavy
equipment. Infact, by the time you read
this, this effort should aready be behind
us. Theremainder of the work will be



done by the membership in a series of
“fidd days.” To encourage participation,
the club has provided incentivesin the
form of free lunch and several chances
to win a $20 gift certificate for those
who help out in the field day activities.
To accommodate different schedules,
field days will beheld on both Saturdays
and Sundays. Not al of the tasks
demand manual labor of the back-
breaking type, so don’'t hold back just
because you have a doctor’ s note barring
you from any heavy lifting. Bottom line,
folks, there are no excuses. It’sour field
and we should all makeit apoint to
contribute some of our time.

Asfor the “how to pay for it”, thereis no
guestion that the effort to procure the
field and do the build-out will draw on
our reserve. We arein good fiscal
condition and these funds have been
accumulated for just this purpose. The
new field will also increase our
operating expenses, and our current
$25.00 dues for standard membership
will not be sufficient. At the April
meeting, the motion was made to return
to the previous dues structure that had
been in place for sometime. As
required by our bylaws, there has been a
second reading of the motion, which was
voted on and approved, at the May
meeting,. Towards the end of this year,
when we have a better idea of our
membership level and the ongoing
expenses at Burnett field, we will again
re-evaluate the dues structure.

With a tremendous amount of hard work,
and a good measure of luck, we were

able to close the deal on the Ticonderoga
site, now Burnett field. We are very
fortunate to have asite that is “close in”
and has the potential to be afirst class
field. Needlessto say, we redly want to
keep thisfield, and to do so will require
strict attention to some new rules, as
well asto the general rulesthat werein
place at Arcolaand Sudley. Most
importantly, we will have to limit the
noise from our operations, and we will
have to ensure that access to the areais
always secured. New operating
procedures will be distributed before we
open thefield. All memberswho fly at
the field will be expected to understand
and honor these procedures. (Please see
“Blue Dot” on alater page). Our fieldis
located on an active commercial
property, and the owners will be very
aware of our activities. Thereislittle
margin for error.

Finally, now that we' ve found afield,
let’s publicize the good news. If you are
in contact with aformer member, or a
would-be member, or simply a hobby
enthusiast whose car driving time might
be reduced by taking advantage of the
new site, let them know.

See you at the next field day, then let’s

gofly!
Don



TheBLUE Dot
By Ken Bassett

Does your 2008 NVRC membership card have aBLUE Dot on it? Are you a Qualified
flyer? (Have you passed the NVRC flight test?) A number of years ago, NVRC needed a
system to identify students who had not qualified. Thus the BLUE Dot was conceived.
Simply stated, if your membership card hasa BLUE Dot on it, | have evidence (your
application, instructor report, etc) that you are a competent flyer who has passed the
NVRC flight test. If it doesn’t, | don’t have the necessary evidence. As members
interested in SAFETY, we should all be observant of the BLUE Dot. If you see a member
flying who does not have a BLUE Dot on their card, ask if they need assistance. To

obtain aBLUE Dot you must pass the NVRC flight test. The test consists of the
following:

Must have current AMA license and be a Club member in good standing.
Must be recommended for qualification flight by current instructor.
Must know al Club by-laws, AMA, and Club safety rules.

Complete preflight safety inspection, start engine and taxi aircraft safely to
runway, unassisted.

Demonstrate satisfactory takeoff and climb out.

Execute 180-degree turn away from flight line after climb out and demonstrate
control of straight-line fly-by.

Perform, on request of tester:
Flat horizontal figure-eight in both directions.
Satisfactory inside loop while maintaining correct atitude and direction.
Two satisfactory Immelmann turns:

One going away from pilot
One coming toward pilot

Stall the aircraft and recover satisfactorily.

Satisfactory left and right fly-by approaches.

Resume altitude of 200 ft or more. Instructor will cut throttleto idle
without warning to simulate dead stick condition. Pilot must land aircraft
on runway satisfactorily without increasing throttle.

Any two NVRC qualified flyers can administer the test. After completion, call, email or
catch me at thefield and | will put aBLUE Dot on your card. With anew field and new
neighbors, we al need to ensure that flight operations are conducted safely.



The 2008 Board — In their onw words

Scott Fuller, Member at Lgeand Web Master
E-mail: evol @zwei.net

I'm originally from Arizona. My dad taught me how to fly when | was ayoungster at a
club called Sonora Desert Fliers. | mostly flew high wing hand me downs from my father.
After he crashed my '40 Stick' he bought me* cough himself* for Christmas, | quit flying
for awhile. Thiswas back in my High School days.

In 2000 | was offered a position with America Online's Network Operation Center and |
relocated to Northern Va. In 2004 | decided to pick up a'40' sized trainer and Real Flight
Simulator. Then | moved to a Edge 540. After flying around some non-disclosed areasin
Vaand MD, | ended up joining NVRC. I've flown quite afew planes over the past couple
years. I've even been in a pattern contest. However my main interest in model aircraft is
FPV or Video Filoting. Flying FPV alows you to fly the plane from the plan€’ s point of
view. A spy cam isinstalled on board the plane. That video is transmitted down, in real
time, to the pilot on the ground. The pilot can then use a monitor or goggles, with head
tracking, to pilot the plane. It'slike actually flying areal plane. However it's cheaper, and
if you crash you don't end up killing yourself. | currently moderate the FPV forum over
on RC Groups. Plus I've shared the FPV experience with Westfields High * bringing video
games one step closer to reality’.

I have alittle background in AutoCAD and el ectronics. The CAD background helps out
with designing models. With laser cutting it's very easy to just draw something up in
CAD and have it sent off for cutting. It really makes scratch building alot smpler. The

€l ectronics background helps with some smple circuits. There are afew electronic things
youjust can't buy at the hobby store.



Newsletter Editor

Home: Arlington, VA

Email: Arivederci@aol.com

Areas of interest: Vintage Models, Electrics, Design, Building (traditional methods),
Engine Repair and Restoration.

Why | am on the Board: Resurrect the Newsletter. Help out people to discover/re-
discover that our hobby is more than flying ARFs.

My story: Shortly after the extinction of the dinosaurs, my dad got ajob in Rome, Italy.
There was a private plane airport not far from where we lived that also had CL circles,
and occasionally my dad took me there for entertainment. Like many others, my first
attempts at building and flying CL models were less than successful, but | kept at it and
eventually decided | wasready for RC. My first RC venture was a Falcon 56 with a
Webra .21 engine. Although | never redly learned to fly it, the RC bug staid with me, in
alatent state, through the following decades, which saw me permanently moving to the
US, graduating from college, roaming the oceans on nuclear power, and eventually
retiring from the Navy to start a second career. 1n 2005, thanks mostly to the contagious
enthusiasm of my friend Beppe, | returned to flying status. Besides flying, which | am
not particularly good at, | tend to enjoy those aspects of the hobby that have been made
largely obsolete by ARFs, such as design, drawing plans, building/covering models,
vintage planes/engines, and so forth. | welcome Don Manson’s invitation to serve on the
NVRC Board as an opportunity to introduce more people to these often overlooked facets
of RC modeling.



SWAMP Club Holds Fifth Mid-South
VR/CSFly-In
By Marc de Angelis

The fifth Mid-South Vintage Radio
Control Society Fly-In was held at the
SWAMP Club on 24 May 2008, with
many of the pilots also showing up on
the following morning to get in a couple
more flights prior to making the trek
back home.

Our outing started on Friday the 23
when, after frantic preparations, Beppe
and | loaded his brand new station
wagon with five models, three of which
had not yet been test flown. Besides his
veteran Bar Fli, Beppe had a Kwik Fli
MKk Il with a Super Tigre 56 and a
DeBolt Live Wire Trainer single channel
model. | brought my venerable Skylark
and the recently completed Little Stik
that had just been shown at the NVRC
static display.

My single engine Skylark next to another
participant’ stwin. The twin was not quite
finished and didn't fly.

Thetrip to the town of Fuquay Varina,
NC, suffered from afew delays due to
traffic and navigation errors, but we got
to the hotel early enough for aleisurely
dinner and alast minute check of our
gear.

The following morning started with a
light drizzle and unseasonably cool
temperatures, but most pilots ignored the
setback and got to work setting up their
planes. Host Bob Harris ran the event
with the support of hiswife and daughter.
Asthe day progressed, the weather
steadily improved and it was actually
sunny by early afternoon, with short
sleeves being the attire of choice.

My biggest concern was the Little Stik’s
engine, which was an OS SF 25 with a
Diesel head of my own design and
construction. Although successfully
bench tested, the little Diesel had never
flown and | had no idea of how reliable
it would beintheair. Asthings
unfolded, it should have been the |east of
my worries as the OS never missed a
beat and, once | gat the hang of it, could
be started within afew flicks of the
props. The Little Stik flew fine almost
from the outset, and, while not a rocket
ship, the 25 did afair job at hauling it
around, with a decent transition and
excellent idle.

Beppe was not so lucky with his engines.
The Enya 60 on the Bar Fli, after one
successful flight, became temperamental
and staid that way even after two
carburetor teardowns and a wholesale
replacement of all fuel tubing inside and
out of the tank. The ST 56 fared much
better. After acouple of dead stick
landings, which proved uneventful given
the predictable flying characteristics of
the Kwik Fli, the enginewas dialed in
and performed reliably for the remainder
of the day.

The Live Wire Trainer also flew
successfully, but at first was not gaining
enough altitude at full throttle. For those



