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From the Editor’s Desk.
By Marc de Angedlis

New Hope, a New Board, Indoor Flys,
and A Literary Contest to Start the
Year on the Right Foot.

... more importantly, take
the time to write (and share) your
story, and, if you can, illustrate it
with a picture!...

Even before the first meeting of
the new NVRC Board, our Club
President made it eminently clear that
finding an acceptable flying siteis, and
will continue to be, first and fourmost on
hisagenda. Whilethereis reason for
optimism, thisissue is not likely to be
resolved in the short term. Itis
important, therefore, that NVRC
continue to function as a Club in the
interim. To achieve thisam, new
initiatives are being introduced, such as
the winter Fun Flys, and some of those
aspects of our infrastructure that need to
be rebuilt are being examined. The
newsletter, or lack thereof, isaprime
example of these disfunctional
infrastructures in need of attention;
therefore, here we are, trying to start one,

basically fromscratch. As| accepted the
task of newsdletter editor (with acertain
amount of trepidation, | may add) my
hope is that this attempt at renewal will
be viewed by the readers as strong
evidence that our current Board is
willing to “walk the walk” aswell as
“talk the talk”.

Thetask of resurrecting a
newsletter is both daunting and exciting.
The daunting part is obvious: everything
has to be re-established, re-invented, re-
started, re-etc in aworld whereit is
erroneously but universally believed that
reading and writing are obsolete, having
been replaced by pointing and clicking.
The exciting part is that, given the above,
there islatitude to make this newsletter
into whatever we want, including, if that
really isthe members consensus,
nothing at all.

In the wake of thislast statement,
it follows that, as editor, | should share
with you my vision of what the
Windsock should and shouldn’t be.
Starting with the latter, it seems obvious
to me that a newsletter, like any other
dated material, is not well suited asa
means of transmitting real time
information. There should be, however,
some space dedicated to “institutional
business’, such as the latest meeting



minutes, a President’ s column, and
perhaps along term schedul e of
upcoming events. The running of these
Club events, from Fun Flysto Auctions,
aswell as members impressions from
hobby related events, make excellent
material for articles, and should be a
substantial part of the Windsock. Since
most members are also consumers, and
as consumers like (or at least, should like)
to be educated, | find it entirely
appropriate for members to use the
newsletter as aforum to voice their
opinions on hobby related products,
especially new and unusual ones. The
focus here should be on pros, cons, and
ways to make the product (whatever the
product is) perform best while avoiding
pitfals: in other words, thoughts and
information another modeler might find
helpful. Inthisday and age, “how to”
articles are mostly relegated to the
internet and other media, but if someone
has a better way to do something, and it
can be easily captured by afew well
illustrated sentences, | see no reason to
excludeit.

Rather than trying to make an all
inclusive list, let’ s just stop here and say
that the ideas discussed above are merely
examples of seedsfor articles. Don't let
anything except your imagination be a
limit.

Having called upon your
imagination, let me spur it along with a
challenge. Anecdotal evidence suggests
that among our membes thereis no
dearth of opinions and ideas, and thereis
certainly no lack of desire to
communicate such
opiniong/ideas...except when the written
word isinvolved. What I’m going to ask,
to make things a little more interesting,
isto take the next step and commit your
thoughts to a few written paragraphs.

Gramatical correctnessis desired and
appreciated, but, since after al we do
have an editor, not strictly required.
Want atheme? I’ll give you one that
everyone can write fondly about: “My
First RIC Model Airplane”. Tell us
about your trials and tribulations, your
defeats and your triumphs. Delight us
with humor. Move us with long-lost
memories of simpler times. But more
importantly, take the time to write (and
share) your story, and, if you can,
illustrate it with a picture!
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President’s Pitch
by Don Manson

L ooking forward to the Flying Season

...Questions about this should be
morelike“How can | help with
thefield search effort?” rather
than “What isthe club doing to
find afield?”

It's mid-winter and I’ m deep into
building a new plane for the upcoming
season. As| go along, | constantly think
about flying the new bird, or any of the
old planesin the hangar. It seemslike
the flying season is as far off as summer
vacation seemed to be when | was a
school boy. Infact, it'stimeto be
getting ready; checking out batteries,
replacing bearings that havetoo many
hours, fixing sloppy linkages, and the list
goeson.... Better weather will soon be
with us, and we better be prepared with
airplanes that are airworthy.

I’ ve taken on this task of being club
president because | am passionate about
our hobby and because | believe that our
best yearslie ahead. We all know that
we face some trials and tribulations, but
| am optimistic and driven by the
challenge. My optimism stems from
having a Board of Directorsthat is
equally committed and has already
shown areadiness to actively dig into
the issues that face us. Without them, |
could not do the job, and our club would
certainly suffer. We all owe the
members of the Board a bushel of thanks.

My objectives for the next year as
president are ambitious. Theseinclude
improving communication with the
membership (and this newdletter is part
of that effort, thanks to Marc de Angelis),

engaging the membership more actively
in club activities (we sent out a survey to
learn about your interests), enriching the
monthly meetings (we have afew
“presentations’ already planned),
offering some new activties (we've
already had an indoor fun-fly with
thanks to Mark Franke), and updating
the club bylaws. Foremost, of course, is
securing anew flying field. Let me say
that again, we need to find anew field.
While thereis an active search
committee that is making progress, every
club member should be thinking of ways
to help. Questions about this should be
more like “How can | help with the field
search effort?’ rather than “What isthe
club doing to find afield?’

There can be no doubt, thiswill be a
challenging year for our club. Asyou
probably know, the field at Sudley
where we were graciously invited by
PWCRCEF to fly after the loss of the
Arcolafield was shut down in November
of last year. Itishard to accept, but still
afact that we currently do not have a
field. That'sthe bad news. The good
news s that our prospects are improving
almost every day.

Here are some of the things that make
me optimistic. As noted above, we've
started to make progress on many of the
new year's (2008) initiatives. Most
importantly, there is measureable
progress on the field search effort: we
expect that the Fairfax County Park
Authority will enter into an agreement
with the club so that we can use the
Horne Property (in Sully Woodlands) on
alimited basis to demonstrate that a
model airpark is suitable under the plans



for the park; we have visited afarm west
of Leesburg that has possibilities; and
we have been evaluating atreefarmin
the South Riding areathat may also be
suitable. These last two possibilities
would most likely be temporary sites
until a permanent agreement can be
reached with the Fairfax County Park
Authority.

Wewill find afield.

The Kloud Kings Celebrate
Oktoberfest, Vintage Style.

Imagine, if you can, a contest where no
designs newer than 35 years of age are
allowed. Think finicky engines that
really need breaking in and radios
without dual rates, let aone exponential
or servo reversing. More challenging
yet, think of model airplanes that fly on
two channels, rudder and throttle, yet
can rise off the ground and land with the
engine still running. All this, and much
more, we witnessed this past October
near the town of Oxford, PA, where the
local flying club hosted the first
Oktoberfest meet, sponsored by the
Vintage Radio Control Society and
admirably orchestrated by CD Mike
Denest.

If you aren’t familiar with VR/CS, we
invite you to check out their web site,
www.vintagercsociety.org. Perhaps, if
thereis sufficient interest, which usually
trandatesin “enough old geezers’,
NVRC could start alocal Chapter in the
near future and maybe, if our field
search is rewarded with success, even
host a meet one of these years.

Asfar asthe event we attended, getting
there was a bit of an adventure; Friday

night traffic, on the way out of D.C. and
well into Maryland, was what you would
expect, so the two and a half hours
predicted by Google Map became almost
four. Fortunately, the unerring guidance
of my GPS allowed usto find the meet
hotel, located in the town of Nottingham,
in spite of having to travel through many
miles of country roads that were quite
dark and narrow. The following
morning, at breakfast, we met several of
the other participants, including Jim
Quinn and Terry Terrenoire, the “pair
from the North” (as opposed to Beppe
and I, who were the “pair from the
South”).

The West Field, operated by the Kloud
Kings, has a grassy runway and,
compared to Sudley, offers amore than
adequate target for landing; just stay
away from the corn fields surrounding it
on three sides or you'll be in deep
trouble (well...deep corn anyway). Of
course the local crowd maintain that “if
you can fly here, you can fly anywhere”,
but | believe 50% of the Clubsin this
country claim the same dubious
distinction, so take it with agrain of salt.
The one chalenge | did experience was
the location and brightness of the
sunlight, which seemed to be alwaysin
my eyes except when | decided to put
sunglasses on, in which case athick
cloud cover would obscure it (and
everything else). Between that and the
fact that | had spent the previous week
repairing my Skylark after a dead stick
landing in which the wing was sheared
off the fuselage (ouch!), | elected to
chicken out of the Pattern contest and
decided to enter the Concourse event
instead. Since all Beppe' s planes were
disgualified from the Concourse
(because they were previous winners),



